
         

Our Gift
What would we give her? A journey to one of 
the hidden, humble and magical corners of 
Spain. A journey full of new experiences and 
emotions, different from anything she’s 
undertaken yet.22

In an age of 15-minute fame, Queen Elizabeth II 
is an enduring global superstar, known and 

revered around the planet. The most travelled 
monarch in history, the Queen has set foot in 129 
countries, on almost 300 state visits.

Her ground-breaking 2011 tour of the Republic 
of Ireland is still remembered as a shamrock-edged 
success; at the D-Day commemorations she was the 

undisputed heavyweight among the assembled 
royals and heads of state  – and one of the few 
who’d lived through World War II – while last year 
she dazzled again at a summit of Commonwealth 
leaders. 

As well as being sovereign of the United 
Kingdom and 15 other realms such as Canada and 
Papua New Guinea, she is also head of the 

Commonwealth – a voluntary association of 54 
independent countries which were formerly under 
British rule. 

Here hello! editors from some of our print 
and online editions around the world remember 
her magical visits to their country and reveal what 
they would give Her Majesty to celebrate her 90th 
birthday.

THE GLOBAL HELLO! FAMILY 
CONGRATULATES HER MAJESTY

Birthday Special

The Queen and Prince Philip pose 
with former Queen Sofia of Spain 
– a distant relative of theirs – and 
her three children, including the 
current King, Felipe

Queen Elizabeth, Prince Philip, Spain’s 
former King Juan Carlos and his 

Queen, Sofia, are all related – having all 
descended from Queen Victoria. Her 
Majesty made her first and only state visit to 
Spain in October 1988, but there has been 
speculation recently that she may make 
another.

Here, we see her life and her role as 
unparalleled; she is the ultimate Queen. 
Haloed in majesty, she possesses a unique 
dignity as well as an unquestionable 
strength.

SPAIN



         

23

This is the country the Queen has visited 
the most – as well as the 22 tours during 

her reign, she travelled there as a Princess 
in 1951. She’s often said it feels like a 
second home to her, a sentiment inherited 
from her mother, who famously “fell in 
love” with Canada on her very first visit 
with George VI, just before World War II. 

Elizabeth II has been in Canada to mark 
many of its most historic moments – the 
1976 Summer Olympics, the signing of the 
Constitution Act in 1982, Canada’s 125th 
anniversary celebrations in 1992. Her most 
recent trip, in 2010, which coincided with 
Canada Day on July 1, was a joyful 
celebration for the whole country.

People here have a huge amount of 
affection for the royal family. In a sentiment 
shared by millions of Canadians, Toronto-
born Sound of Music actor Christopher 
Plummer summed up her appeal during 
her last visit. “In this harsh and violent 
world,” he said, “she has managed to keep 
royalty and the idea of royalty as something 
that is most attractive and comfortable to 
us, as she carries it with her well into the 
21st Century.” 

The Queen powerfully expressed what it 
means to be Canadian, in this anecdote 
about her parents’ 1939 visit to Canada. 

“Two Boer War veterans, both of Scots 
heritage, argued for weeks before their 
arrival. One said, ‘She was born in Scotland, 
so I say she’s Scots.’ The other said, ‘She 
married an Englishman, so I say she’s 
English.’ When they were presented to 
Queen Elizabeth they asked:  “Are you 
Scots or are you English?” My mother 
paused and said: ‘Since I have landed in 
Quebec, I  think we can say I’m a 
Canadian.’”

Our Gift
As a 90th birthday gift we would give 
her  a  pr ivate  performance by 
Christopher Plummer – the Queen has 
met him on several occasions and she 
and Prince Philip used to love going to 
the theatre. We would also give her 
one of the baseball bases used in the 
Toronto Blue Jays World Series 
playoffs.
Our art director Joanna Wood says: 

“I would send her my mum’s copy of 
the newspaper that came out the day 
after her coronation. She was 13 and 
in London the day the Queen was 

crowned. She’s kept it ever since.”

CANADA

The Canadian people feel a deep 
affection for Her Majesty, who has 
visited their country more than 
any other, joining them for many 
of its most historic moments.  
Canadian actor Christopher 
Plummer (left) is among her  
many admirers 



The British royal family has family connections with Russia. The last 
Emperor, Nicholas II, was the cousin of King George V and the two 

cousins looked very much alike.
In her first and only visit to our country, the Queen was hosted by 

Boris Yeltsin in 1994. As she toured Moscow and St Petersburg, people 
gave her a cordial welcome, shouting “Queen Elizabeth! Queen 
Elizabeth!” 

Russian people are very interested in the life of the royal family, 
including the Queen, and read about them with great pleasure. It’s 
interesting that hello! Russia issues featuring the Windsors on the 
cover are bestsellers.

Our Gift
 We would give Her Majesty a 
Nigerian outfit complete with 
gele (head gear). It would be 
nice to see her dressed in our 
traditional attire one day.

NIGERIA Half a century separated 
Queen Elizabeth II’s 

two tours of Nigeria, but she 
was given the same warm 
reception on each.

The Queen’s first visit to 
Nigeria in January 1956, was 
a long awaited 20-day trip in 
the company of her greatest 
supporter Prince Philip, just 
four years before the country 
gained independence. 

In 2003, she returned for 
a Commonwealth meeting 
and was met by traditional 
singers and dancers with 
white-painted faces at Abuja 
airport.

Most people here see her 
as a gracious, strong, ageless 
leader who has kept family, 
countr y  and tradi t ion 
together.

The Queen 
received a warm 
welcome on her 

only  visit to 
Russia, back in 
1994, when she 
was hosted by 

Boris Yeltsin

RUSSIA

Our Gift
If we could send a present, we would 
choose a copy of the splendid Imperial 
Crown of Russia, once worn by her 
grandfather’s cousin. 



The Queen has made two tours of Mexico 
– the first, in February 1975, was the 

first ever by a British sovereign.
In Mexico, Queen Elizabeth II is seen as 

a lady in every sense of the word, the Queen 
of Queens, a loyal and respectful person 
who is aware of her place in history, and a 
Queen who has fulfilled her role flawlessly. 

In 1975, she touched down in Mexico 
City to be received with posters saying: 
“United by friendship”, “Long live the 
Queen”, “Admirable mother and woman”.

As the guest of President Luis Echeverría, 
the Queen also vis ited the Mayan 
archaeological site of Uxmal. During her 
time there, in the middle of the dry season, 
torrential rain fell during a Mayan 
ceremony in honor of Chaac, the Mayan 
god of rain, thunder and lightning.

On her second trip in 1983, Elizabeth II 
travelled even more widely, visiting 
Acapulco, Lázaro Cárdenas, Puerto Vallarta 
and La Paz. 

MEXICO

Our Gift
As a present, we’d find it hard to 
improve on the one our president 
gave her last year: a beautiful 
Tree of Life sculpture, made by 
artisans in the centre of Mexico, 
and decorated with figurines 
depicting the most relevant 
moments of her life. Perhaps we 
could add a special new scene 
at the top, to represent her 
milestone 90th birthday?

Mexican royal fans say that Her 
Majesty is, for them, The Queen 
of Queens, someone who has 
fulfilled her role flawlessly. They 
recall how when she attended a 
Mayan ceremony in honor of the 
rain god, in the middle of the dry 
season, torrential rain fell



         

Our Gift
Our suggested gift is a figure of 
an elephant encrusted with 
jewels and decorated with 
beautiful Thai silk. Elephants 
are considered to be a sacred 

animal, associated with Thai 
royalty, and a symbol of good 
fortune.

GREECE

G re e c e ,  f ro m  w h e re  h e r 
husband’s family were exiled, 
would like to give her an olive 
branch from the Acropolis hill.

ARGENTINA

Argentina’s gift would be 
a  pa i r  o f  Argent ine 
leather riding boots and a 
Polo petiso (pony).

The Asian nation has its own 
much-respected monarch King 

Bhumibol, who may perhaps be 
the only person in the world who 
understands the Queen’s position, 
having been on his throne even 
longer than her, since 9 June 1946.

When the Queen of any other 
country is mentioned, Queen 
Elizabeth II is always thought of 
first, because of her exemplary 
conduct. We did a questionnaire 
asking readers  about their 
preferences and one of the top-
ranked royal families was the UK’s, 
especially the Queen.

Thousands of onlookers lined 
the road for hours to catch a 
glimpse of the Queen when she 
visited in 1996. The visit was seen 
as  a  great  success  and the 
relationship between the two 
countries strengthened further.

The British royals viewed a 
barge procession in Bangkok – 

before travelling 80km north to 
the UNESCO World Heritage site 
on the island of Ayutthaya.  

The royal visitors, accompanied 
by the King and Queen of 
Thailand, arrived at Siriyalai 
Mansion to view the Loy Kratong 
full moon ceremony, in which 
thousands of miniature floats 
decorated with flowers and 
candles were launched into  
the river. 

From the mansion, the royal 
v i s i tor s  proceeded to  Wat 
Chaiwattanaram Temple, where a 
light and sound show depicted 
the rise and fall of the kingdom 
of Ayutthaya.

The Queen was 
previously in Thailand 
in 1972, touring Muang 
Boran, home to the museum city 
of Ancient Siam and attending a 
glittering banquet with all the 
royal family present.

THAILAND

The Queen attends a glittering 
banquet during a visit to 

Thailand, whose monarch has 
been on the throne even longer 

than she has 



         

The US has welcomed the 
Queen five times, the first 

in 1957 and the last in 2010.
Queen Elizabeth is seen by 

Americans as the ultimate 
royal, she’s everyone’s favourite 
grandma.

On her first trip the vivacious 
young Queen was hosted by 
President Eisenhower in New 
York ,  where  the  people 
showered her with affection, 
b l i z zards  o f  t i cker  tape 
engulfing her entourage. She 
made a speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly and 
dined at the Waldorf-Astoria in 
a diamond tiara. 

In 2007, workers at the 
Kentucky Derby were given 
etiquette lessons ahead of the 
Queen’s arrival to watch the 
races and organisers described 
her as “the most prestigious 
guest we’ve entertained in 
modern history“.

She has also been welcomed 
by Presidents Ford, George HW 
Bush and George W Bush. Her 
visit to the latter provided an 
opportunity for the Queen to 
show off some of her British 
humour.

In his official welcome 
President Bush mistakenly said 
that his royal guest had helped 
A m e r i c a  c e l e b r a t e  i t s 
bicentennial in 1776 – rather 
than 1976 – thereby ageing her 
200 years. 

When it was the Queen’s 
turn to toast him at a dinner at 
the Brit ish ambassador’s 
r e s i d e n c e ,  s m i l i n g 
mischievously, she joked: “I 
wondered whether I should 
start this toast by saying, ‘When 
I was here in 1776...’” The 
guests, including Mr Bush, 
erupted in laughter.

“In his own speech, the 
president responded: “Your 
Majesty, I can’t top that one.”

USA

Our Gift
As a gift, we’d like to give her a rescue corgi 
(a pet from an animal shelter).

The Queen has visited the US five 
times, and been welcomed by three 

US presidents on their home 
ground, toasting the close 

relationship between our countries  

A solemn  moment as she lays a 
wreath at the World Trade 

Center (above). The Queen is not 
only held in respect, she is seen 

by many Americans as 
“everyone’s favourite grandma”
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